
A
n
a
ly

tic
 R

u
b
ric

 fo
r A

m
e
ric

a
 D

re
a
m

s
T

hree facets of understanding: E
xplanation, Interpretation, and P

erspective
A

 rubric that com
bines insight and perform

ance as it relates to the understanding of ideas and m
eaning.

E
xp

lan
atio

n
 (50%

)
• 

N
ew

spaper R
eporter

• 
P

hotographer

In
terp

retatio
n

 (50%
)

• 
P

roducer
• 

P
oet

• 
M

usician

P
ersp

ective (50%
)

• 
Law

yer
• 

P
olitician

• 
C

om
edian

P
erfo

rm
an

ce P
ro

d
u

ct
(50%

)

A
m

erica D
ream

s b
o

o
klet

P
o

in
ts p

er
S

ectio
n

20 points
possible

(10 points possible)

S
ophisticated: an

unusually thorough,
elegant, and inventive
account of the A

m
erican

D
ream

; fully supported,
verified, and justified;
deep and broad: goes w

ell
beyond the inform

ation
given

List evidence:
•••

(10 points possible)

P
rofound: a pow

erful and
illum

inating interpretation and
analysis of the
im

portance/m
eaning/significan

ce; tells a rich and insightful
story of the A

m
erican D

ream
.

P
rovides a rich history or

context; sees deeply and
incisively any ironies in the
different interpretations.

List evidence:
•••

(10 points possible)

Insightful: a penetrating and novel
view

point of the A
m

erican D
ream

.
E

ffectively critiques and
encom

passes other plausible
perspectives; takes a long and
dispassionate, critical view

 of the
issues involved.

List evidence:
•••

(10 points possible)

H
ighly E

ffective: T
he

product is highly effective.
T

he product is engaging,
polished, clear, and
presents the m

aterial in a
thorough m

anner. T
he

presentation is m
indful of

the audience, context, and
purpose. T

he final product
show

s high quality
craftsm

anship.

List evidence:
•••

_____points

(8 point possible)

D
eveloped: an account of

the A
m

erican D
ream

 that
reflects som

e in-depth
and personalized ideas;
the student is m

aking the
w

ork her ow
n, going

beyond the given–there is
supported theory here, but
insufficient or inadequate
evidence and argum

ent

List evidence:
•••

(8 point possible)

P
erceptive: a helpful

interpretation or analysis of
the
im

portance/m
eaning/significan

ce: tells a clear and instructive
story of the A

m
erican D

ream
.

P
rovides a useful history or

context; sees different levels
of interpretation

List evidence:
•••

(8 point possible)

C
onsidered: a reasonably critical

and com
prehensive look at all

points of view
 in the context of

one’s ow
n; m

akes clear that there
is plausibility to other points of
view

 in the A
m

erican D
ream

.

List evidence:
•••

(8 point possible)

E
ffective: T

he product is
effective. T

he layout and
design elem

ents are
presented in a clear and
thorough m

anner,
show

ing aw
areness of the

audience, context, and
purpose.

List evidence:
•••

_____points



E
xp

lan
atio

n
 (50%

)
• 

N
ew

spaper R
eporter

• 
P

hotographer

In
terp

retatio
n

 (50%
)

• 
P

roducer
• 

P
oet

• 
M

usician

P
ersp

ective (50%
)

• 
Law

yer
• 

P
olitician

• 
C

om
edian

P
erfo

rm
an

ce P
ro

d
u

ct
(50%

)

A
m

erica D
ream

s
p

ro
d

u
ct

P
o

in
ts p

er
S

ectio
n

(5 point possible)

Intuitive: an incom
plete

account but w
ith apt and

insightful ideas about the
A

m
erican D

ream
; extends

and deepens som
e of

w
hat w

as learned; som
e

“reading betw
een the

lines”; account has lim
ited

support/argum
ent/data or

sw
eeping generalizations.

T
here is a theory, but one

w
ith lim

ited testing and
evidence.

List evidence:
••••

(5 point possible)

Interpreted: a plausible
interpretation or analysis of
the
im

portance/m
eaning/significan

ce; m
akes sense of a story;

provides a history your
context to the A

m
erican

D
ream

.

List evidence:
••••

(5 point possible)

A
w

are: know
s of different points

of view
 and som

ew
hat able to

place ow
n view

 in perspective,
but w

eakness in considering
w

orth of each perspective or
critiquing each perspective,
especially one’s ow

n; uncritical
about tacit assum

ptions.

List evidence:
••••

(5 point possible)

S
om

ew
hat: E

ffective: T
he

product is som
ew

hat
effective. S

om
e problem

s
w

ith clarity, thoroughness,
delivery, and polish are
evident. It is unclear
w

hether the audience,
context and purpose have
been considered.

List evidence:
••••

_____points

(3 point possible)

N
aïve: a superficial

account of the A
m

erican
D

ream
: m

ore descriptive
than analytical or relative;
a fragm

entary or sketch
account of facts/ideas or
generalizations; a black-
and-w

hite account; less a
theory than an
unexam

ined hunch or
borrow

ed idea.

List evidence:
•••

(3 point possible)

Literal: a sim
plistic or

superficial reading of the
A

m
erican D

ream
. M

echanical
translation; a decoding w

ith
little or no interpretation; no
sense of w

ider im
portance or

significance: a restatem
ent of

w
hat w

as taught or read.

List evidence:
•••

(3 point possible)

U
ncritical: unaw

are of different
points of view

; prone to overlook
or ignore other perspectives; has
difficult im

agining other w
ays of

seeing things; prone to egocentric
argum

ent and personal criticism
s.

List evidence:
•••

(3 point possible)

Ineffective: T
he product is

ineffective. O
ne of tw

o
situations is evident: T

he
product is unpolished,
providing little evidence of
planning, practice, and
consideration of purpose
and audience; or the
presentation is so unclear
and confusing that the key
points are difficult to
determ

ine.

List evidence:
•••

_____points

R
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